This truck
furnishes hope.

home sweet home
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10 years of furnishing
hope for under-served
families in St. Louis




A MESSAGE FROM

Dear Friends,
This past year marked a meaningful turning point for Home Sweet Home.

In 2025, we furnished homes for more than 1,200 families—the most families served in a single
year in our history. That milestone brought our total impact to 7,443 families served to date, each
one moving into a home with greater stability and dignity.

As we marked our 10-year anniversary, we also focused on strengthening the organization
behind the mission—ensuring Home Sweet Home is built not just to meet today’s needs, but to
serve our community well for years to come.

When families across our region were displaced by the May 2025 tornado, we were able to
respond quickly—without slowing our core services—because of the systems, partnerships, and
capacity already in place. It was a powerful reminder that strong infrastructure allows compassion
to move faster.

Throughout the year, we focused on several key areas of organizational leadership and growth:

« Planning for the future through a new strategic plan and feasibility study to guide our next
phase of growth.

« Strengthening internal operations with a comprehensive employee handbook and a
transition to a PEO payroll service to better support our staff.

« Expanding our leadership beyond St. Louis through the launch of Furnish Together, a
national coalition of furniture banks working collaboratively to address furniture poverty at
scale.

These milestones were made possible by donors who believe
in doing this work well and who understand that lasting impact
requires both heart and strategy.

Thank you for your trust, your partnership, and your belief in
what's possible when we build this work together.

With Deep Gratitude,

Betsy Reznicek
Executive Director
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A MESSAGE FROM

“Come on now people, let's get on the ball and work together,
Come on, come on, let’s work together. ..
Oh well, now, make someone happy, make someone smile
Let's all work together and make life worthwhile.”

“Let’'s Work Together” by Canned Heat

These lyrics from a classic 1970s tune perfectly describe what happens behind the scenes at
Home Sweet Home. So many moments come to mind:

- Staff and volunteers meeting in a huddle each morning for inspiration and news of the day

« Groups of high school students or business colleagues laughing together as they build
dressers for children

« Avolunteer gently guiding a client in selecting items for their home

« The delivery team moving with a familiar rhythm of shared purpose as they load up their trucks
for the day

« A group of friends organizing a successful pillow drive

« Sixteen board members engaged in purposeful dialogue

And just as essential—though often unseen—are the quiet collaborators whose contributions of
time, talent, goods, and financial gifts make our work possible. These individuals, families,
churches, businesses, and organizations help to ensure that each family we serve is treated with
dignity and care.

The mission of Home Sweet Home could not be achieved without the combined efforts of so many
individuals and groups, working together. It couldn’t happen without you, and we are incredibly
grateful.

It is my honor to serve as the current chair of our dynamic Board of Directors. In 2025, we
approved a new Mission, Vision, and Values Statement and an ambitious five-year Strategic
Plan. These are living documents which are referenced every day at Home Sweet Home. We are
excited about working together with each of you to expand our capacity to help families create
comfortable, stable homes.

In Partnership,
Chris Raeker
Board Chair
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Home Sweet Home is a furniture bank that partners with
under-served individuals and families to furnish their homes,
creating spaces that support stability, comfort, and dignity.

Yo

Home Sweet Home...
« Uplifts our community and inspires hope by providing
a bed for every person to sleep in and turning houses
into homes.

« Supports sustainability by reducing waste and giving

7/ A/ new life to gently-used furnishings.

Respect, Compassion, & Inclusivity

We treat everyone with dignity, empathy, and kindness, creating a welcoming and inclusive
environment for all.

Collaboration & Teamwork
We work together as a community, believing that strong relationships lead to greater success.

Impact & Service

We are committed to making a positive difference in the lives of those we serve and those
within the greater community.

1025-2030 ST Vit

Expand capacity to serve more families by strengthening facilities, transportation, and
operational systems.

Ensure financial sustainability through diversified revenue and long-term growth planning.

Invest in staff, volunteers, and leadership to build a strong and supportive organizational
culture.

Deepen community partnerships and engagement to increase awareness and reach more
households in need.
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OUR /()/5 IMPACT

15 102,348

families provided essential items

with furniture to redistributed to our

feel at home neighbors in need

children with the Ibs of furniture and

tools to have a household goods kept

brighter future out of landfills
== 1,890 . 2,665

mattresses given 3 : :

to those previously ggrnoast'so%g"r:gups

without a bed glon

The May 16 tornado left many of our neighbors facing unimaginable loss.
Home Sweet Home quickly mobilized to support both immediate relief and
long-term recovery across our community.

In response, Home Sweet Home:

* Turned our warehouse into a tornado relief hub for two months following
the storm, using our space, trucks, and team to collect and transport
essential items to distribution sites.

» Added North Side Community School as a new partner agency to

connect directly with families affected.

* Furnished homes for more than 150 tornado survivors once families

were able to secure new housing.
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A CLIENT STORY

For Corli, the path to stability has never been simple.

The passing of her mother, time in the shelter system, and a serious fall that left her injured made
the journey far from easy. Still, she remained determined to finish her education and build a stable
future. When she was finally able to continue her studies, she faced yet another challenge: she
had just moved and had no furniture.

Then she learned about Home Sweet Home.
“l was so happy. | was ecstatic when | got the call to set up the appointment.”

When Corli arrived, the space itself made an immediate impression. The welcoming reception
area, the carefully organized furniture, and the thoughtful layout made it clear that this was more
than a warehouse of donated items. It was a place designed to help people create a home.

“The reception was beautiful and felt like it was full of love... The selection was incredible...
Like, a literal dream come true, but somehow much, much better.”

What stayed with Corli most, though, was the way she was treated throughout the experience.
From the moment she walked in, the staff made her feel seen, supported, and deserving of this
opportunity to rebuild.

“You can tell the people wanted to be there
and to make you feel like, ‘this is your break,
you deserve this.”

As she selected furniture and home essentials,
Corli began to picture something she had rarely
experienced before—a space that truly felt like
her own. With each piece she chose, the vision
of her home came together.

“l teared up as | saw my home come to life
for the very first time in my adult years. That
joy. That warmth. The deep gratitude that
formed in my heart.”

Today, Corli enjoys the everyday comforts that many people take for granted. She has welcomed
family and friends into her home and feels proud to share the space she created. Sleeping in a bed
instead of on the floor has improved her health and helped ease the pain from her injury, and the
small moments—a cup of coffee, a shared meal, a comfortable place to rest—feel meaningful in
ways they once didn't.

“] get to look at and experience my home with the things that | personally picked daily, and
it never gets old. Thank you for equipping me with a better future and beautiful present.”
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individuals we served are

Y

clients identify as

LA

clients have a median household

104

clients listed
as their reason for referral.

ALIVE

Almost Here

ArchCity Defenders

Assisi House

Bethany Christian Services

Beyond Housing

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Eastern MO

Caring Solutions

City of Maplewood

Covenant House

Criminal Justice Ministry

Delta Gamma Center

Depaul USA

Diamond Diva Empowerment
Foundation

Doorways

Employment Connection

Epworth Children & Family
Services

Family Forward
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Number of families served

1

Ferguson-Florrisant School
District

Gateway 180

Gateway Housing First

Healing Action

HEROES Care

Hope House

Horizon Housing

International Institute of St.
Louis

Kaufman Fund

Keyway Center for Diversion
and Reentry

Legal Services of Eastern
Missouri

LifeWise STL

Lutheran Family & Children’s
Services

Lydia's House

Mercy Neighborhood Ministry

Mission STL

125

North Side Community School

Nurses for Newborns

Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation

Operation Food Search

Our Lady's Inn

Peter & Paul Community
Services

Places for People

Queen of Peace Center

Room at the Inn

School District of Clayton

St. Louis Crisis Nursery

St. Joseph Housing Initiative

St. Patrick Center

St. Louis County HFA & NFP

The Women's Safe House

Urban League

Veterans Affairs

Welcome Neighbor STL

Youth In Need




THE PEOPRLE BERIND THE MISSION

Todd Anderson
Furniture Mover / Driver

Sean Ballard
Operations Director

Michele Cheatham
Administrative Director

Meriadoc Fowler
Furniture Mover / Driver

Corlena Hall
Development Coordinator

Colin Immenschuh
Truck Lead

Jack Katze
Furniture Mover / Driver

Patrick Koons
Furniture Mover / Driver

Scott Mclntosh
Development Director

Aidan Morrell
Furniture Mover

Alexis Myers
Volunteer Coordinator

Jonathan Panchal
Furniture Mover / Driver

Zoe Poulides
Donations Logistics Coordinator

Betsy Reznicek
Executive Director

Dennis Shultz
Furniture Mover / Driver

Asher Targaryen
Client Services Coordinator

Katy Trimble
Communications Director

Darius Williams
Warehouse Coordinator
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Gumnishing Rope

Chris Raeker
Board Chair

Amy Sherrer
Board Treasurer

Emily Wiseman
Board Secretary

Elizabeth Brennan
Patreece Broadus
Mike Fischer
Berta James
Bruce Korn

Traci Moore
Justin Moses

Vic Ottenlips
Laura Pierson
Sagib Salman
Lucie Springmeyer
Virginia Tardy
Kimberley Vuitel
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Volunteers are at the heart of
Home Sweet Home’s daily work.

They sort and clean donations, refurbish
furniture, assist with administrative tasks,
greet clients at the front desk, and guide
families through the warehouse as they
select items.

In 2025, 727 volunteers generously gave
17,793 hours of their time to help keep our
operations running smoothly and ensure that
every client has a welcoming and supportive

experience.

Here are volunteers who dedicated

Carole Anderson
Elizabeth Baer
Jill Bauche
Stephanie Becker
Renee Benage
Katie Bosso
Andrew Bradley
Sharon Bradley
Janice Brown
Mary Jo Brown
Tom Brozka
Christine Burghoff
Gail Buzzotta
Bob Carpenter
Ann Ciaravino
Susan Davis
Amy Davis
Susan Devereux
Kathy Dierkes
Lisa Dinga

Doug Doss

Heidi Dowgwillo
Rose Eckstein
Cathy Einspanier
Ruth Ferris

Carol Fischer
Suzanne Fischer

Hilary Fischman
Sue Foster
Deb Frank
Debbie Gibbar
Joyce Givens
Linda Gray
Gary Gray
Diana Gray
Suzanne Green
Carol Green
Jennifer Greer
Brad Giriffith
Gerry Haegele
Ken Hardebeck
Jill Haring
Vicki Haugen
Lauri Heitz
Ken Herlien
Lynn Hillmann
Vicky Hoffman
Christy Hooker
Sue Hooks
Laurie Hovious-
Petersen
George Irwin
Lindley James
Janelle Jones
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Jim Jordan
Karen Kallansrud
Lisa Karpowicz
Sally Keasler

Jill Keel

Jean Kendall
Mary Kern

Beth Kling

Lori Klopf

Margo Knuepfer
Fran Koch
Jennifer Krull
Julian Krull
Maria Kukla
Judy Laitman
Sam Lang

Anne Larson
Melissa Leech
Robert Lewis
Cathy Linsin
Amanda Lothman
Marcia Luttrell
Mary Mana
Margaret Matvey
Ann McKee
Diana Miller
Vicky Mitchell

Julie Mocker
Kelly Molaskey
Mary Bridget
Molony
Kathy Moran
Paula Neese
Bob Nichols
Alice O'Donnell
Vic Ottenlips
Matt Palazzolo
Mary Pandjiris
Bob Pennycuick
David Petersen
Tom Poelker
Lori Pohlman
Helen Powell
Marianne Prey
Cindy Proefrock
Cathy Ptacek
Laura Putham
Chris Raeker
Steven Raithel
Mary Raizman
Linda Rands
Donna Ratkowski
Jane Reise
Patricia Rummel

to our mission in 2025:

Adrienne Rusbarsky
Gregg Rusbarsky
Diane Ryberg
Cheryl Schaefer
Barbara Schulz
Susan Scott
Lillian Seese
Mary Claire
Shaughnessy
Jennifer Teckman
Christine Tesson
Carey Timmerman
Isabel Torres
Cathy Vander
Pluym
Betsy Wacker
Laura Waldman
Elisa Wang
Cindy Waye
Don Wenkel
Linda Werner
Linda Whitley
Ellen Wilkinson
Amy Wilson
Chuyue “Valerie” Wu
Ling Yang
Meg Zelenovich




COMMUNITY
GROUPS i

Home Sweet Home is powered by corporate teams,
schools, congregations, and other community groups
who come together to give back.

Volunteer groups support our mission in meaningful

ways—from helping in the warehouse to building and
decorating kids’ dressers, one of our most requested
items. In 2025, groups built 962 pieces of furniture.

Others host donation drives, collecting essential
household items that help us keep our warehouse
stocked for the families we serve. This past year,
community drives brought in more than 3,250

household items.

Aerotek

Altus Properties

AmeriCorps

Amy Sherrer

Andersson Family

bioMérieux

Brentwood Fire Department

Brentwood Middle School

Brentwood Police Department

New Hope United Methodist Church
Arnold, MO

Catherine Dalton

Central Presbyterian Church

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints Frontenac

Cindy Proefrock

Citibank

Colleen Lawler and Team

Concord Trinity United Methodist
Church

Dana King Design-Build Remodeling

Dodge Moving and Storage

Edward Jones

Enterprise Bank and Trust

Enterprise Fleet Management

Enterprise Mobility

Ethical Society of St. Louis

Ford Motor Company

Gail Buzzotta

wneianone 2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Gumnishing Rope

Girl Scout Troop 1890

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

GraybaR

Guild Mortgage

Haskell

IMEG

Jazzercise

KDNL ABC 30

King of Kings Lutheran Church

Kirkwood United Methodist Church

Kirkwood United Methodist
Church Men’s Group

Ladue High School's Senior Day of
Service

Larson Financial Group

Lauri Heitz

Leonardo DRS

Liberty Mutual

Manchester United Methodist
Church

Meramec Elementary

Midwest Employers Casualty

NVIDIA Corporation

Our Lady of the Pillar Ministry

Parkway Central High School Day

of Service

Pathfinder Church

Permobil

Places For People

Reinsurance Group of America

Rockwell House Episcopal Campus
Ministry

Serve Boldly STL

Shook, Hardy & Bacon

St. Joseph Housing Initiative

St. John United Church of Christ

St. Louis Association of Realtors

St. Louis Realtors Leadership
Academy

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran
Church

St. Thomas Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church

Stallings Family

START STL

Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. St.
Louis Chapter

Trinity Church of the Nazarene
Youth Group

University of Health Sciences and
Pharmacy Women's Volleyball*

WashU Medicine

Webster Groves Presbyterian
Church

World Wide Technology

Your Coach Meg
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APRIL 2015

The Home
Sweet
Home
business
lan and
oard of
Directors
are created.

OCTOBER 2015

We move into our
first warehouse, a
3,300 sq. ft. space
on Locust Street,
and serve our first
family.

’—----- LE RN - - -

JULY 2021

Our network
reaches to

50 partner
agencies
helping connect
us to families.

-,

JULY 2022

Our volunteer community grows
to 100 monthly volunteers.

|
|
|
|
\
\

e ——-—

JANUARY 2023

Home Sweet Hor_n(_a
becomes a $2 million
organization.

AUGUST 2023

We move into our current 18,000
sq. ft. building in Maplewood.

2025 ANNUAL REPORT

home sweet home
Gunising Rope

JANUARY 2016
We were gifted our first delivery truck.

SEPTEMBER 2023
Our team grows to 18
staff members.

NOVEMBER 2016

Our first full-time
staff members
join the team as
Client Service
Coordinators.

—-—— -

SEPTEMBER 2018

We outgrow our first space
and move into a larger 11,000
sq. ft. building in rentwood.

m— 2=, JANUARY 2020 ~ '
7 Home Sweet ~
Home becomes

a $1 million
organization.

\----

JOU'-;( 2t°2° o trucke. and DECEMBER 2018
ur fleet grows to four trucks, an
team expands to 10 employees. g&ﬁs“’e our 1,000th

mmeeeegen

OCTOBER 2025
Home Sweet Home
celebrates 10 years.

DECEMBER 2025

We reach a new
milestone, serving
1,200 families in a
single year.

DECEMBER 2023
We serve our 5,000th family.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY /)5

In-Kind @ Individual @ Grants

@ Events @ Corporate @ Programs

Revenue @ Furniture Acq @ Other
Donations

Individual $860,477

Corporate $213,807

Grants $547,326

Events $110,118

In-Kind $2,141,390
Programs $162,995 REVENUE
Furniture Acquisition $173,771
Other $112,819
TOTAL REVENUE $4,322,703

Admin @ Fundraising @ Programs

Expenses
Admin $172,216
Fundraising $232,228
Programs $3,647,524
TOTAL EXPENSES $4,051,968 EXPENSES

*The Home Sweet Home Board of Directors created a policy that requires us to have a 3-month reserve
fund in case of emergencies. Because our organization is growing quickly, we have intentionally
budgeted to have our revenue exceed our expenses each year in order to accomplish this goal.
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TRANK YOU

350,000+

Anonymous

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Baptist Healthcare
Foundation

St. Louis-Jefferson Solid
Waste Management District
Sunnen Foundation

United Way of Greater St.
Louis

Amy and Scott Wilson

J20,000- 547,777

Vickie L. Berry

Harlene and Marvin Wool
Foundation

Fran and Roger Koch
Mildred, Herbert, and Julian
Simon Foundation

Jane and Patrick Tracy
Jane Tschudy

Linda and Pete Werner

(),

J10,000-§17,777

Anonymous

Clifford Gaylord Foundation
James Daly

East Missouri Foundation
Mike and Carol Fischer
Nance Frost

Dan Henley

Lindley and Harry James
Maria and Don Kukla
McCarthy Building Companies
Lee and Dale Naas
Anonymous

Andrew and Lori O'Brien
Reinsurance Group of America
Jane and Tom Smith
Thrivent Financial

Tracy Family Foundation
Veterans United Foundation
Janice M. Volkenant
WaterStone

Wells Fargo Advisors

Emily and Matt Wiseman
Jody Tromblee Young

Every donation to Home Sweet Home is more than
just a gift—it’s a step toward stability, comfort,
and hope for under-served families. Your support
ensures that parents can tuck their children into a

warm bed, that a dining table becomes a place for
shared meals and laughter, and that an empty

house truly becomes a home.

2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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J5,000- 51,771

Anonymous

Boeing

Charities Aid Foundation of
America

Trina and Bill Cotner
Enterprise Mobility
Ferguson-Florissant School
District

Carol and Michael Green
Jackie Fett

Ted and Gail Frapolli

Victoria Heil

Eric and Kimberly Jacobs
Lee and Peggy Kaplan

Sarah and Stefan Baiocchi
Kuhn Foundation

Susanne Leech

Manchester United Methodist
Church

Ann and Jim Mckee

Norman J. Stupp Foundation
Vic and Marie Ottenlips

Berta James and David Pacino
Mary Pandijiris

Pott Foundation

Michael J. Powers

Chris and Gary Raeker
Jennifer Raeker Bickel

Janet Rundquist and Cheryl
Palmer

Samuel United Church of Christ
Sandy Sheldon

Amy Sherrer

Lucie and Steve Springmeyer
Christopher and Mary Swenson
Mary M. Walsh

Webster Groves Presbyterian
Church

Miriam Wilhelm
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J1.000- 84,777

Altus Properties

Barbara Anderson

Carole Anderson

Ryan Ballard

Jason Battaglia and Julie
Hanson

Carrie Costigan and Jim Been
Helen Boatright

Gail Breaugh

Elizabeth Brennan

The Giving Branch

Peace United Church of Christ
Cindy and Mark Buchschacher
Butler Associates Financial
Planners Inc.

Adele Carey

Robert Carpenter and Libby
Reimers

Cisco

Mickey T. Clarke

PNC Foundation

Rudolph Cool

Alana Crary

Commerce Bancshares
Foundation

CVS Health

Sue Davis

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
Susan and John Davis

Mary V Del Monte

Marsha and Brendan Dempsey
Steven and Andrea Dent
Brian Diffin

Don and Tracy Downing
Dennis and Patricia Dunphy
Frank Dvorak

Wendy Dyer

Equifax

Lauren Eggenberger

Beau Downey and Matt Elmore
Escape From St. Louis

Scott Fargo

Jack Feaster

Michael and Mary Fitzgerald
Brian and Sue Foster

Deb and Don Frank

Paul Fredstrom

Carol A Friet

Stacy and Carole Garrett
Give Lively Foundation

Lara Glauber

Lynn Glauber

Martha Gonnerman

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church

Patricia and James Gormley
Grace United Methodist Church
Grapevine Wines and Spirits
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Cindy Grasse

Gary and Linda Gray
Greater Horizons

Brett Green

Jennifer and Mike Greer
James Brad Griffith

Jim Butler and Nancy Hamilton
John Hancock

Sally Hanson

Tracy Hart

Vicki and Elliott Haugen
Lisa and Alan Hautly
David and Kathleen Hawkins
Susan and Jerry Herber
Tom Hermann

Rick and Lynn Hill

Sarah Holahan

Barbara Hummert

Jennifer Sprague and Joseph
Ippolito

Jansen and Laurel Joehl
Clifford Johnson
Jacquelyn Jones

Roberta and Neil Jones
Mary and Richard Jotte
Betty Karau

Elizabeth Kazlauskas
Jennifer Kelce

Joanne Kelly

Robert Klasing

Carol and Ward Klein

Beth Kling

Tim and Margie Kohl
Bruce and Karen Glazier Korn
Sandra and Eugene
Richard and Judith Laitman
Ashley LaRue

Renee Lawson

Robert and Joyce Lewis
Cathy and Larry Linsin
Lisa and Matt Long

Eric and Ann Lundgren
Markey's Creating Defining
Experiences

Nicolas and Lynsee Marks
Dee Mazzio

Sherry McCarthy

Deborah McEnery

Bette Miller

Traci Moore

Barbara Morgan

Timothy Mortenson

Netflix

Scott and Kimberly Niday
Bill O'Dowd

Peg and Kevin O'Meara
Jeanette Oesterly

BJ Okenfuss

Pershing LLC

Wayne M Pichon

Laura and Gary Pierson
Marianne and Scott Prey
Graybar

Lee Anne and Ralph Quatrano
Donna and Victor Ratkowski
Realtors Housing Assistance Fund
of the St. Louis Association of
Realtors

Martha Reichman

Patty Renschen

Betsy Reznicek

Maureen and John Riffle

Sabine Robinson

Donna Roche

Ron and June Ryckman

Sagib Salman and Fatima Hasnain
Denise Scheibal

Susan Schettler

Kayleen and Robert Scott

Sue and Allan Scott

Janice and Steve Seele

Barb Shadburne

Chad Conner and Ericka Simpson
Conner

Miranda Stehnach

Stifel

Jill Stratton

Daphne Sumner

Tisbest Philanthropy

Barbara and Dave Touchette
Jerry and Pam Townsend
Stephen Trampe and Janita Gupta
Lauren and Justin Trusty
Joseph G Turner

Abigail Tuttle

United Way of Greater Milwaukee
and Waukesha County
Vanguard Marketing Corporation
Douglas Warren Vernon

William and Joyce Von Glahn
Kimberley Vuitel

Marlene Vuitel

Betsy and Dennis Wacker
Elizabeth and Jerold Wallis

JR and Mia Walters

Elisa and Randy Wang

World Wide Technologies, Inc
Stephanie and Don Wenkel
Kevin Werner

Nicole Werner

Kim Taylor West and Jason
West

Barbara and Timothy Wies
Janet Williams

Denise Wool

Joshua Wright
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Ben Aleshunas

Benjamin Allen

Robert and Sue Allen
Ellen Schapiro and Gerald
Axelbaum
BARBERMurphy

Jill and Gary Bauche

Mike & Sandy Becker
George Irwin and Margy Beggs
Renee Benage

Janene and Howard Bittick
Daniel Boehmer

Ellen Bohn

Elizabeth Brinkman

Carol and Chester Brown
James and Mary Jo Brown
Doug and Martha Butler
Lisa Dinga and Chet
Christensen

Joan Clarke

Lorri and Steve Coates
Nicole Coppola

Tom and Merilee Curran
Carol Daniel

Cynthia and Daniel Davenport
Amy and Caleb Davis
Dawdy & Associates, Inc.
Carol DeVaughan

Kathy Dierkes

Michelle Dillon

Jeanne Dolan

Dominican Community of Saint
Louis

Heidi Dowgwillo

Michael and Linda Drohlich
Tyler Duddy

Alice Dunn

Enterprise Bank & Trust
Barb Feiner

Fenton United Methodist
Church

Mary Ferguson

First Bank

Nancy Fox

Mary Caroline Frost
William Frost

Amy and Chuck Gascon
Donna Griffin

Scott and Judy Guerrero
Harvest

Hautly Foundation

Maria Hayes

Christine and Jonathan
Heerboth

Lauri Heitz

Kate and Timothy Hellmann
Dave and Jane Henroid
Tina Hill
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Anukriti Sud Hittle

James Hnilo

Megan Hoffman

Michael and Julie Holley

Whitey Holt

Cynthia and Dennis Holter

Sue and Dean Hooks

Barbra Horn and Peter Weiss

Michael E Howard

Jon and Amber Jennings

Margaret Johnson

Janelle Jones

Kaemmerlen Electric Co

Karen Kalish

Gary and Karen Kallansrud

Zachary and Justine Keller

Fran Kepler

David Kilper

Kiwanis Club of St. Louis City

Lori and Gary and Klopf

Glenn Kraft

Martha Reitz Kratzer

Kara and Tony Krawat

Connie and Greg Kroenung

Amy Kula

Laura Lamb

Marcia Leonard

Kris and Chris Lewis

Lindsay Lipps

Amanda Lothman

Judy Ludwig

Kevin Maloney

Benjamin and Rebekah

Massmann

Connie and Ben McDavid

Joellen McDonald

Teri Merchant

Chris and Bonnie Miget

Julie and Terry Mocker

Justin and Alyssa Moses

Moors Myers

Tom Myers

Lawrence Nolan

Mary and Bernard Ottenlips

Katie Otto

Patricia Parker

Barbara Sue Parks

Payal Patel

Julia Pearigen

Bob Pennycuick

Greg and Anne Petersen

James Petzel

Philadelphia Insurance
Companies

Guy and Kim Phillips

Cathy and Thomas Ptacek

Laura and Peter Putnam

RedKey Realty Leaders

Kathy Reiter

Jane Richard

Rottler Pest & Lawn Solutions
Susan Royalty

Gregg and Adrienne Rusbarsky
John and Mary Sandman
Jerry Sax

Elizabeth Schlaeger
Eileen and Mark Schmelzel
Betsy Schmidt

Christine Schmiz

Tricia Schuler

Barbara and Larry Schulz
Tim and Cindy Schulze
Karen Scully-Mariani

Dan Sescleifer

Debbie Shaner

Mary Claire Shaughnessy
Silicone Valley Community
Foundation

Sophia's Jewelry Studio
Debby Spetnagel

Matthew Stark

Steelcase Foundation
Ellen Steffen

Tiffani Stewart

Cynthia M. Sullivan

Pat Talley

Irene Thalden

Elizabeth Thomas

Guy Tilman

Carey Timmerman

Pamela Todd

Chris Truskowski

Cary Tuckey and Harold Tubbs
Patricia Vogelsang
Kathleen Von Minden
Marilyn Sue Warren

Jeff and Chris Watson
Kathy Weber

Kitt and Trey Wroth

Youth Bridge Community
Foundation
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James and Sue Adams
Melissa Allen

Dustin Allison

Alison Allman

Suzanne and Scott Amann
Laura Anderson

Marvin Anderson
Anheuser-Busch

Anna Leavey LLC

Ann Apprill

Paul Aubuchon

Scott Aubuchon

Zoe Aughinbaugh
Cathy Augustin

Nichole Bachman
Victoria Bader
Marianne Baer
Elizabeth and Andy Baer
Sandi Bahr

Margaret Bailey

Linda Baker Oberst
Linda and Jim Ballard
Norma Ballard

Jack Barbey

Glenn and Julie Barnes
Ja'Nai Barnes

Susan Baron

Diane Barone

Liz and Bert Barry
Nancy Clare Morgan and Nick
Barto

Katheryn Barton

BBGF Reinsurance
Dennis Bednarz

Patty Begley

Sue and James Belval
Michael Bender

Renee Bennett

Gene Benninger

Phil and Tina Bergman
Toni Bernotas

Rick Berra

Barb Bettonville

Anna Bickel
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As we step into 2026, we do so with
unwavering commitment to our mission.
Thanks to the dedication of our staff,
volunteers, donors, and community
partners, we will continue to expand our
reach, transform lives, and make
meaningful progress toward ending
furniture poverty.

Here’s a glance at our 2026 goals:

Serve 1,200+ families

Provide 1,600+ beds

Deliver 120,000+ items

Redistribute $1.2 million in

goods to families

. Save 600 tons of waste from
landfills

« Increase our truck fleet to
expand capacity to serve more
clients

« Develop long-term financial
projections for the next 5 years

« Improve our comprehensive
volunteer training and
onboarding

« Increase the organization’s
visibility by participating in
community events

« Develop compelling marketing

and communication materials

to support fundraising efforts

home sweet home

bunishing hope

(314) 448-9838

10 Sunnen Dr., Ste. 100
Maplewood, MO 63143

homesweethomestl.org




	Annual
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	2025
	A MESSAGE FROM

	Our Executive Director
	Dear Friends,
	This past year marked a meaningful turning point for Home Sweet Home.
	In 2025, we furnished homes for more than 1,200 families—the most families served in a single year in our history. That milestone brought our total impact to 7,443 families served to date, each one moving into a home with greater stability and dignity.
	As we marked our 10-year anniversary, we also focused on strengthening the organization behind the mission—ensuring Home Sweet Home is built not just to meet today’s needs, but to serve our community well for years to come.
	When families across our region were displaced by the May 2025 tornado, we were able to respond quickly—without slowing our core services—because of the systems, partnerships, and capacity already in place. It was a powerful reminder that strong infrastructure allows compassion to move faster.
	Throughout the year, we focused on several key areas of organizational leadership and growth:
	Planning for the future through a new strategic plan and feasibility study to guide our next phase of growth.
	Strengthening internal operations with a comprehensive employee handbook and a transition to a PEO payroll service to better support our staff.
	Expanding our leadership beyond St. Louis through the launch of Furnish Together, a national coalition of furniture banks working collaboratively to address furniture poverty at scale.
	These milestones were made possible by donors who believe  in doing this work well and who understand that lasting impact  requires both heart and strategy.
	Thank you for your trust, your partnership, and your belief in  what’s possible when we build this work together.
	With Deep Gratitude,
	Betsy Reznicek Executive Director
	A MESSAGE FROM

	Our Board Chair
	Officers
	“Come on now people, let's get on the ball and work together, Come on, come on, let’s work together… Oh well, now, make someone happy, make someone smile Let's all work together and make life worthwhile.”      “Let’s Work Together” by Canned Heat
	These lyrics from a classic 1970s tune perfectly describe what happens behind the scenes at Home Sweet Home. So many moments come to mind:
	Staff and volunteers meeting in a huddle each morning for inspiration and news of the day
	Groups of high school students or business colleagues laughing together as they build dressers for children
	A volunteer gently guiding a client in selecting items for their home
	The delivery team moving with a familiar rhythm of shared purpose as they load up their trucks for the day
	A group of friends organizing a successful pillow drive
	Sixteen board members engaged in purposeful dialogue
	And just as essential—though often unseen—are the quiet collaborators whose contributions of time, talent, goods, and financial gifts make our work possible. These individuals, families, churches, businesses, and organizations help to ensure that each family we serve is treated with dignity and care.
	The mission of Home Sweet Home could not be achieved without the combined efforts of so many individuals and groups, working together. It couldn’t happen without you, and we are incredibly grateful.
	It is my honor to serve as the current chair of our dynamic Board of Directors. In 2025, we approved a new Mission, Vision, and Values Statement and an ambitious five-year Strategic Plan. These are living documents which are referenced every day at Home Sweet Home. We are excited about working together with each of you to expand our capacity to help families create comfortable, stable homes.
	In Partnership,
	Chris Raeker Board Chair


	Growing with Purpose
	As Home Sweet Home approached its 10th anniversary, we reflected on a decade of growth and how our work has evolved. In 2025, we created a new five-year strategic plan to guide our next chapter and refreshed our Mission, Vision, and Values to align with this direction.
	Values
	Mission
	Home Sweet Home is a furniture bank that partners with under-served individuals and families to furnish their homes, creating spaces that support stability, comfort, and dignity.

	Vision
	Home Sweet Home…
	Uplifts our community and inspires hope by providing a bed for every person to sleep in and turning houses into homes.
	Supports sustainability by reducing waste and giving new life to gently-used furnishings.
	Respect, Compassion, & Inclusivity
	Collaboration & Teamwork
	We work together as a community, believing that strong relationships lead to greater success.

	Impact & Service

	2025-2030
	Strategic Priorities
	Expand capacity to serve more families by strengthening facilities, transportation, and operational systems.
	Ensure financial sustainability through diversified revenue and long-term growth planning.
	Invest in staff, volunteers, and leadership to build a strong and supportive organizational culture.
	Deepen community partnerships and engagement to increase awareness and reach more households in need.



	2025
	OUR             IMPACT
	1,213
	122,348
	essential items redistributed to our neighbors in need
	families provided with furniture to feel at home

	1,386
	1.2 million
	children with the tools to have a brighter future
	lbs of furniture and household goods kept out of landfills

	1,840
	2,665
	mattresses given to those previously without a bed
	donation pickups across the region

	Tornado Relief
	These people are God sent! They came to my new home after moving due to the tornado and provided literally a house full of furniture, kitchen needs, and home decor for our place! They brought brand new mattresses for my kids and I, and I can never thank them enough!
	- Jaede, HSH Client
	The May 16 tornado left many of our neighbors facing unimaginable loss. Home Sweet Home quickly mobilized to support both immediate relief and long-term recovery across our community.
	In response, Home Sweet Home:
	• Turned our warehouse into a tornado relief hub for two months following     the storm, using our space, trucks, and team to collect and transport     essential items to distribution sites.  • Added North Side Community School as a new partner agency to    connect directly with families affected.  • Furnished homes for more than 150 tornado survivors once families    were able to secure new housing.

	A CLIENT STORY
	For Corli, the path to stability has never been simple.
	The passing of her mother, time in the shelter system, and a serious fall that left her injured made the journey far from easy. Still, she remained determined to finish her education and build a stable future. When she was finally able to continue her studies, she faced yet another challenge: she had just moved and had no furniture.
	Then she learned about Home Sweet Home.
	“I was so happy. I was ecstatic when I got the call to set up the appointment.”
	When Corli arrived, the space itself made an immediate impression. The welcoming reception area, the carefully organized furniture, and the thoughtful layout made it clear that this was more than a warehouse of donated items. It was a place designed to help people create a home.

	“The reception was beautiful and felt like it was full of love… The selection was incredible... Like, a literal dream come true, but somehow much, much better.”
	What stayed with Corli most, though, was the way she was treated throughout the experience. From the moment she walked in, the staff made her feel seen, supported, and deserving of this opportunity to rebuild.

	“You can tell the people wanted to be there  and to make you feel like, ‘this is your break,  you deserve this.’”
	As she selected furniture and home essentials,  Corli began to picture something she had rarely  experienced before—a space that truly felt like  her own. With each piece she chose, the vision  of her home came together.

	“I teared up as I saw my home come to life  for the very first time in my adult years. That  joy. That warmth. The deep gratitude that  formed in my heart.”
	Today, Corli enjoys the everyday comforts that many people take for granted. She has welcomed family and friends into her home and feels proud to share the space she created. Sleeping in a bed instead of on the floor has improved her health and helped ease the pain from her injury, and the small moments—a cup of coffee, a shared meal, a comfortable place to rest—feel meaningful in ways they once didn’t.

	“I get to look at and experience my home with the things that I personally picked daily, and it never gets old. Thank you for equipping me with a better future and beautiful present.”
	Corli’s home


	2025
	Who We Served
	1 in 2
	individuals we served are children.

	3 in 4
	clients identify as African American.

	3 in 5
	clients have a median household  income under $6,000.

	2 in 5
	In 2025, we partnered with 53 local referral agencies working on the front lines of housing stability and supportive services. Through these partnerships, we are able to reach families with the greatest need and furnish homes at key transition points.
	clients listed ‘previously homeless’ as their reason for referral.
	Partner Agencies
	Ferguson-Florrisant School ...District Gateway 180 Gateway Housing First  Healing Action  HEROES Care  Hope House  Horizon Housing  International Institute of St. ...Louis  Kaufman Fund Keyway Center for Diversion ...and Reentry  Legal Services of Eastern ...Missouri  LifeWise STL  Lutheran Family & Children’s ...Services  Lydia's House  Mercy Neighborhood Ministry  Mission STL
	North Side Community School Nurses for Newborns  Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation  Operation Food Search Our Lady's Inn  Peter & Paul Community ...Services  Places for People  Queen of Peace Center  Room at the Inn School District of Clayton St. Louis Crisis Nursery  St. Joseph Housing Initiative  St. Patrick Center St. Louis County HFA & NFP The Women's Safe House  Urban League  Veterans Affairs Welcome Neighbor STL  Youth In Need
	ALIVE  Almost Here ArchCity Defenders  Assisi House  Bethany Christian Services Beyond Housing  Big Brothers Big Sisters of .. .  Eastern MO Caring Solutions City of Maplewood Covenant House Criminal Justice Ministry  Delta Gamma Center Depaul USA  Diamond Diva Empowerment ...Foundation Doorways Employment Connection  Epworth Children & Family     Services Family Forward
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	PAGE 6

	Todd Anderson
	Sean Ballard
	Michele Cheatham
	Meriadoc Fowler
	Corlena Hall
	Colin Immenschuh
	Jack Katze
	Patrick Koons
	Scott McIntosh
	Aidan Morrell
	Alexis Myers
	Jonathan Panchal
	Zoe Poulides
	Betsy Reznicek
	Dennis Shultz
	Asher Targaryen
	Katy Trimble
	Darius Williams
	While we were there, the Home Sweet Home team accommodated my disability and treated me and my partner with respect. The staff were overly helpful, friendly and just all around fantastic.
	- Rebeca, HSH Client


	Our Board
	Chris Raeker
	Amy Sherrer
	Emily Wiseman
	Vic Ottenlips Laura Pierson Saqib Salman Lucie Springmeyer Virginia Tardy Kimberley Vuitel
	Elizabeth Brennan Patreece Broadus Mike Fischer Berta James Bruce Korn Traci Moore Justin Moses
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	COMMUNITY

	in
	Action
	GROUPS
	Home Sweet Home is powered by corporate teams, schools, congregations, and other community groups who come together to give back.
	Volunteer groups support our mission in meaningful ways—from helping in the warehouse to building and decorating kids’ dressers, one of our most requested items. In 2025, groups built 962 pieces of furniture.
	Others host donation drives, collecting essential household items that help us keep our warehouse stocked for the families we serve. This past year, community drives brought in more than 3,250 household items.
	Volunteer Groups & Donation Drives
	Aerotek Altus Properties AmeriCorps Amy Sherrer Andersson Family bioMérieux Brentwood Fire Department Brentwood Middle School Brentwood Police Department New Hope United Methodist Church   Arnold, MO Catherine Dalton Central Presbyterian Church Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day      Saints Frontenac Cindy Proefrock Citibank Colleen Lawler and Team Concord Trinity United Methodist    Church Dana King Design-Build Remodeling Dodge Moving and Storage Edward Jones Enterprise Bank and Trust Enterprise Fleet Management Enterprise Mobility  Ethical Society of St. Louis Ford Motor Company Gail Buzzotta
	Girl Scout Troop 1890 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church GraybaR Guild Mortgage Haskell IMEG Jazzercise KDNL ABC 30 King of Kings Lutheran Church Kirkwood United Methodist Church Kirkwood United Methodist       Church Men’s Group Ladue High School's Senior Day of    Service Larson Financial Group Lauri Heitz Leonardo DRS Liberty Mutual Manchester United Methodist    Church Meramec Elementary Midwest Employers Casualty NVIDIA Corporation Our Lady of the Pillar Ministry Parkway Central High School Day     of Service Pathfinder Church Permobil Places For People
	Reinsurance Group of America Rockwell House Episcopal Campus    Ministry Serve Boldly STL Shook, Hardy & Bacon St. Joseph Housing Initiative St. John United Church of Christ St. Louis Association of Realtors St. Louis Realtors Leadership       Academy St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran    Church St. Thomas Holy Spirit Lutheran    Church Stallings Family START STL Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. St.    Louis Chapter Trinity Church of the Nazarene   Youth Group University of Health Sciences and    Pharmacy Women’s Volleyball* WashU Medicine Webster Groves Presbyterian    Church World Wide Technology Your Coach Meg



	Years of Milestones
	2017
	2016
	2015
	2018
	NOVEMBER 2016
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	2019
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	2024
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	2025
	FINANCIAL SUMMARY
	Revenue
	TOTAL REVENUE
	$4,322,703


	REVENUE
	Expenses
	TOTAL EXPENSES
	$4,051,968



	EXPENSES
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	to Our Generous Donors
	$50,000+
	$10,000-$19,999
	$5,000-$9,999
	Anonymous  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Baptist Healthcare       Foundation St. Louis-Jefferson Solid   Waste Management District Sunnen Foundation United Way of Greater St.   Louis Amy and Scott Wilson

	$20,000-$49,999
	Vickie L. Berry Harlene and Marvin Wool     Foundation Fran and Roger Koch Mildred, Herbert, and Julian  Simon Foundation Jane and Patrick Tracy Jane Tschudy Linda and Pete Werner
	Anonymous  Clifford Gaylord Foundation James Daly East Missouri Foundation Mike and Carol Fischer Nance Frost Dan Henley Lindley and Harry James Maria and Don Kukla McCarthy Building Companies Lee and Dale Naas Anonymous  Andrew and Lori O'Brien Reinsurance Group of America Jane and Tom Smith Thrivent Financial Tracy Family Foundation Veterans United Foundation Janice M. Volkenant WaterStone Wells Fargo Advisors Emily and Matt Wiseman Jody Tromblee Young
	Every donation to Home Sweet Home is more than just a gift—it’s a step toward stability, comfort, and hope for under-served families. Your support ensures that parents can tuck their children into a warm bed, that a dining table becomes a place for shared meals and laughter, and that an empty house truly becomes a home.
	Anonymous  Boeing Charities Aid Foundation of   America Trina and Bill Cotner Enterprise Mobility Ferguson-Florissant School    District Carol and Michael Green Jackie Fett Ted and Gail Frapolli Victoria Heil Eric and Kimberly Jacobs Lee and Peggy Kaplan Sarah and Stefan Baiocchi Kuhn Foundation Susanne Leech Manchester United Methodist   Church Ann and Jim Mckee Norman J. Stupp Foundation Vic and Marie Ottenlips Berta James and David Pacino Mary Pandjiris Pott Foundation Michael J. Powers Chris and Gary Raeker Jennifer Raeker Bickel Janet Rundquist and Cheryl   Palmer Samuel United Church of Christ Sandy Sheldon Amy Sherrer Lucie and Steve Springmeyer Christopher and Mary Swenson Mary M. Walsh Webster Groves Presbyterian   Church Miriam Wilhelm
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	$500-$999
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	$100-$499
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